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The President’s Pen

By Bob Jones,W5BJ

A

| Greetings everyone,

| feel somewhat sad because this will be my last time to address you as your
GARC president. Again, | thank you for electing me about 18 months ago. When
taking office, | had two main objectives; 1) To restore the ArcLite to being pub-
lished on aregular, monthly, basis and ensure that every member received a
copy, and 2) to clean up the ECC and make it more functional and presentable to
visitors. | feel that both of these objectives were accomplished, but not without
lots of help and hard work from other members. Kaye Duncan got the ArcLite on
track with help from Janet Crenshaw in getting the Club roster organized and
manageable. Lauraand Bill Richards, Lori and Jim Chandler, Bob Hitch and
several others worked hard for over amonth to remodel the ECC making it quite
attractive and much more functional. A big THANK YOU to al of you who
helped with this effort.

Election of officers for next year takes place at this month’s meeting. Thanks to
Bill Richards and Gerry Crenshaw (nominating committee), we have at least one
candidate for each office. But, it doesn’t need to stop there. If you are interested
in being aclub officer, al you have to do is contact Bill at km5vz.us@gmail.com
and let him know. It would be nice to have more than one candidate for each
office.

Another reason for coming to the meeting this month is our program. Frank Kri-
zan will be discussing communicating via satellites. Frank is an excellent pre-
senter and | know his program will be filled with useful information.

| am pleased to announce that the club is now the proud owner of atool for
crimping Anderson Power Pole pins. Many radio clubs and other organizations
throughout the country have adopted Anderson Power Pole connectors as their
standard dc power connector. It isthe standard for Garland RACES and ARES.
The tool will be kept in the ECC and is available for use by any club member. To
use the tool, all you need do is contact a club officer and make arrangements.

We had alot of fun at the ECC open house last Saturday morning. Wayne Wil-
liams sold a few batteries and | sold a computer sound system. Bud Walton felt
at home making contacts with his cronies back in Virginiaduring the Virginia
QSO Party. Bud is from Virginiaand therefore speaks their language.

See you at the next meeting - Monday evening, March 27" 7:00 eyeball, 7:30
meeting.

73, Bob, W5BJ




MEETING MINUTES

BY LAURA RICHARDS, KD5KJC

February 27, 2006
GARC CLUB MEETING

The club voted in 4 new members. Karl Borchardt KESAVE, Jeff Smith KESKNG, Megan McGowan KF9AS & Aaron Garcia at time of
club meeting call sign not issued yet.
Allen Yoder provided the treasures report. The club has a balance of $2,933.77.

Bob Jones W5BJ thanked Bill Richards KIMBVZ, Laura Richards KD5KJC, Janet Crenshaw WB9ZPH & Gerry Crenshaw WD4BIS for all
there assistance at the Garland Sky Warn Class.
Clay Orchard announced that voluniteers are not needed at this time for the SS4 as in past years.  There might be a need for some help with
fire watch on July 4™

New Board Members will be voted in at the March Club Meeting. Your dues must be paid & present to vote. At time of publication the follow-
ing are running for board positions.
President: Allen Yoder - NG5Y
Vice President: Swank Roberts - WASGNT
Clay Orchard - KC5MXN

Treasurer: Bill Engel — KESDHY
Secretary: Laura Richards —KD5KJC
ArclLite: Kaye Duncan K5AYE

Comm. Office Ralph Brown — KASKVF
Todd Blackmon — KC5KYP
Education Garland Newman —W5IDN

March 13, 2006
GARC BOARD MEETING

Present: Bob Jones (W5hyj), Allen Yoder (ng5y), Garland Newman (waidn), Laura Richards (kd5kjc), and Ralph Brown (kaSkvf)
Not Present: John Galvin (n5tim) & Kaye Duncan (k5aye)

Vistors: Todd Blackman & Swank Roberts

Bob Jones started the meeting by saying it has been a privilege serving on the board.
OLD BUSINESS

Digital Station will be installed for April's Open House
Trailer still needing to be registered. Both Laura Richards & Allen Yoder feel that this should be done before the board election on March 27,
2006.

NEW BUSINESS
Bob Jones thinks that the Arclite should have more HAM articles not just comments from board members.
Garland Newman motioned to buy 2006 version of Quicken 24 by Ralph Brawn not to exceed $65.00. Motion was passed.

Swank Roberts brought up that the speakers list of those hams that have expertise in program topics needs to update by the entire
board & other clubs inthe area.

Feld Day — June 24 & 25. Different ideas to attract attention flood lights, waving men, & sky light.  Ralph will provide a list of possible
locations at the April board meeting. Place still to be determined.
As of March 131 Allen Yoder reported that the club had a balance of $2,983.06 in the checking account.
March program by Frank Krizan on satellite communication.

Meeting adjourn at 8:15pm




Space, the Anal Frontier — To Go Where

No Man, No One, Has Gone Before

By Richard Miller KD5PXM

Those of us old enough to have watched the first lunar landing and the originals of Star Trek may have a dream, a dreamto go
into space. And those who have only been able to see the re-runs may also have this dream. But those of us who sawthe
originals and firsts are starting to get a little bit old. Maybe not too old if Burt Rutan can make his spaceships work, but even
then we are starting to push the limit. But those young enough to still have a reasonable chance at going into space need to
et prepared.

So young or old, how can we go into space as hams? Assuming an assignment to the International Space Station is a little out
of reach at least for the moment, there is a way we can get close with out leaving earth.

There are groups of hams who are launching missions to near space. They are doing this using weather balloons to carry com-
munication and data packages into near space which is just under 100,000 feet or almost 20 miles. Texas is perfect for this
because of our mostly good weather and wide open spaces.

There have been several launches from south of the Metraplex but now there is a group in north Texas taking up the chal-
lenge. 1 wentt to the March meeting of the Red River Valley Amateur Radio Club recently and heard a presentation by Doug
Loughmiller, W5BL. Coming up in just a fewweeks on April 29, a mission to near space will be launched from the Red River
County Airport in Clarksville. Since every thing with the space programis known by acronym, this will be ARBONET-1for Ama-
teur Radio Balloons Over North East Texas.

All sorts of help is needed. Plus sized people, well okay, those of us who are average size for hams, that is to say big enough
to keep a balloon from lifting off before desired can be used for duh, holding the balloon down. Other specialists in DF are
needed for recovery of the data package. Now those who know me, know that | drive sort of fast. So if | can find some one with
good DF skills, I will get us to the recovery zone as fast as possible. Oh yes, you have to be able to operate the DF equipment
in a moving vehicle and not toss your cookies. J

For more information including the APRS web sites, Homing and Data Beacon frequencies, repeater frequencies and even the
slow scan TV frequencies, go to wwww.ntbp.org. This sounds like fun!

April 1st - MS Walk in Addison will feature 5k and 10k

walking routes with a one-mile Fun Run. Contact John Galvin at

nStim@arrl.net to volunteer.

April 20th—\Walk America 2006 is the March of Dimes walk at \WWhite Rock Lake in

Dallas, TX. This walk has been extended to 7 miles with a 9am start time.  Contact
John Galvin at nStim@arrl.net to volunteer.
May 6th & 7th - Sami's Club MS 150 Dallas to Fort Worth Ride is launching a new
route from Frisco to Ft. Worth to Dallas. Contact James Marple at
j.marple@verizon.net to volunteer.
May 20th - Wild Ride Bike Rally is a 62 mile rally from Richardson to

Josephine and back. Contact Doug Kilgore at kdSoug@arrl.net to volunteer.




ARBONET-1 Fast Facts

By Richard Miller KDSPXM

Scheduled Launch Date: Saturday April 29t
Scheduled Launch Time: 9:00 AM CDT
Launch Site: Clarksville — Red River County Airport (33.5932 N
95.0635 W)
Hight Duration: Approximately 2 hours
Launch Net: KEFRC - 7.260 MHz (+/- 10 KHz for QRM) 8:30 AM CDT until Re-
covery
Payloads: APRS. KEFRC-11 144.34 MHz
Homing and Data Beacon: 146.560 MHz
Crossband Repeater: 445.800 MHz UP — 147.560 MHz Down
SSTV Image Capture and Downlink System: 145.560 MHz




Calendar of BEvents

MSWalkin
Addison
8pm— 12pm—Garland 9pm—Garland
Dallas County Siren Test RACES
RACES Training Net 1pm—Rowlett Training Net
GARC 9pm—Garland 9am-12pm
Board Meeting RACES Open House at the
Training Net BCC
8pm— 9pm—Garland
Dallas Courty RACES
RACES Training Net Training Net
GARC 9pm—GCGarland Walk America 2006
Monthly Meeting RACES March of Dimes walk
Training Net at White Rock Lake
7pm—
VE Testing

DON T FORGET!

THE NEXT GARC CLUB MEETING IS ON MARCH
27THAND WLL BE THE ANNUAL ELECTION OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS!




Where Radio Is Fun!

Pictures provided by Jim Pearson, WoRRY

Skywarn School 2006

ECC Open House Technician Class at the ECC
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_ Membership:
Repeaters: Membership forms are available at the GARC monthly meetings

The GARC operates o open repeaters for ifS members o1 the GARC web site. Once the membership form and
and for all local or visiting Amateur Radio Operafors: TWO e are submitted. new merrbers are voted in at the next
meters: 146.66 (-) and 70 Cmeters: 442.70 (+) GARC monthly meéting

\oice Malil: . L
Forlae breeking news or o leave the duba message call e o o e S 2 GO
our 24-hour voice-mail line at (972) 272-449. '

used for any commercial purposes.
Internet: To submit changes to the GARC raster (such as change of
Information on the GARC can also be found onthe world  address, updated phone numbers, license upgrade, etc), send
wide web address below: them to the GARC secretary, Laura Richards at
http:/A.gsl.netigarc/ Imhrichards@grmail.com

The web site includes a map to the monthly meetings,
classes, links to local public service events, and other items  Early Warning Siren Tests:

of interest to the hams in the Garland area. The Garland early waming sirens are tested by the city the first
Newsletter: Wednesday of each month at noon, weather permitting. Tests
The Ardlite is published monthly for the membersof the  are generally conducted on the GARC repeater at 146.660Mhz
Garland Amateur Radio Club. The contents of this with 600Khz negative offset.

newsletter are copyrighted the date of publication, but may

be reprinted without permissionin any Amateur Radio  Amateur radio operators wishing to help with these siren tests
Publication provided proper credit is given and the motive is gy 1d contact Bill

the advancement of amateur radio and not for profit. Richards, KMBVZ if interested in helping out.

The deadline for Arclite materials is the 2nd Monday of
each month. If you have any informative or educational
articles that you would like to see included in this
newsletter, or if you have iterms to be included in the GARC
calendar, please email it to the Arclite editor at
kaye.duncan@verizon.net.

Garland Amateur Radio Club

Emergency Communications Center (ECC)
1027 B West Austin Street

Garland, TX 75040

Please Rush!!!

3rd Saturday @ The ECC - April 15th - 9 am to 12 noon




